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VANCOUVER NEWCOMERS CLUB

JUNE 2020 NEWSLETTER

MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIR
by Lori Jamison
Greetings on this, my last report as VNC Chair. Who knew, when we started this membership

year, how the world would be turned upside down? The very things we depend on from
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Newcomers – social gatherings, sharing food and beverages, hugs and handshakes – have
been replaced by 2-meter separations, virtual events and watching each other eat and drink.
They say that history will remember that this is a crisis people coped with using memes. In times
of social upheaval, memes have actually been shown to help alleviate anxieties. For me, it was
therapeutic to gather and send out the morning memes – 62 days in all! It made me feel that I
was connecting with all of you in some way.
But now that we are beginning to associate with real, live, 3-dimensional people again, those
virtual connections will become less important. Our conveners are working to find ways that
some VNC activities might be re-introduced within the current physical distancing restrictions,
such as the Lunch Bunch picnic in June.
I can’t let the end of the year pass without acknowledging and thanking the VNC Executive for
their leadership of the club:
Paddy Meade, as Past-Chair, was generous with her wisdom, experience and sense of
humour. After three years on the executive, however, don’t expect Paddy to rest on her
laurels, as she will continue to convene Pub Nights when the time comes.
Raellen Mann capably stewarded our meager resources as Treasurer this year, and
redesigned the Newsletter in the previous two years.
Karyn Orry added her own artistic flair to the Newsletter and previously served as a
meticulous secretary for two years.
Ramona Rae, Heather Johnston, Winnie Gibson and Ina Van Der Veen will continue in
their roles for another year, bringing much welcomed skill and stability to the Executive in
these turbulent times.

Please join me in sending our thanks to these members for their leadership. Note that almost
every one of them joined the executive within the first year of their membership, then continued
to serve for two and three years. Serving on the executive requires a small extra commitment of
time and talent which is far outweighed by the satisfaction gained.
Our club could not function without the creativity and dedication of our Activities Conveners and I
extend sincere thanks to each of them:
Coffee Mondays: Jane Tighe
Cooks ‘N’ Books: Mary Lou Jackson and Liz Bowell
Happy Hour: Barbara Kisilevsky and Susan Locke
Knit Wits: Geri Colter
Lunch Bunch: Barbara Kisilevsky and Winnie Gibson
Monthly Walks: Susan Locke and Trudy Nickel
Movie Matinee: Nancy Conlin

Pub Night: Paddy Meade
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Special Events/Culture Club: Anne Crawford and Geri Colter
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Walk, Talk & Coffee: Lori Jamison
Wine Tasting: Jane Tighe and Geri Colter
As we say good-bye to the 2019-20 VNC Activity Year, I can't resist one more meme...Surely
2021 can only be better!

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM is a time to say farewell to departing members, thank the past leaders and welcome
the new. Over the past year, we were pleased to welcome 15 new members to VNC. It is
bittersweet to say good-bye to Joanne Barrett and Brenda Maitland-Whitelaw, both stalwarts of
the club who are “graduating” to Newcomers Alumni. As our Membership Director, Brenda was
probably the first person many of you met when you joined. We look forward to our friendships
with them continuing beyond their membership in the club.
At this time, it is our responsibility to elect an Executive for the coming year. Our nominations
committee, Paddy Meade and Jane Tighe, did a heroic job of recruiting a new executive under
challenging circumstances (traditional methods of persuasion such as locking us in the
basement of the White Spot until all positions were filled being unavailable this year). It is not our
club’s usual practice or choice to “recycle” past leaders or take double roles, but this year is
unlike any other. We hope that when we gather together once again, we will add some new
leaders to this group.
Last week, members were invited to nominate individuals for executive positions. None were
forthcoming, so I present to you the following slate. Please click on the survey button below
to ratify these officers:
Chair: Ramona Rea
Vice Chair: vacant
Secretary: Ina van der Veen
Treasurer: Barbara Giroux
Membership Director: Winnie Gibson
Webmaster: Ramona Rea

Activities Director: Heather Johnston
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Past Chair: Lori Jamison

Do you approve the slate of officers listed above?
Yes
No

In addition, we welcome and thank the following members who have stepped up to convene
activities for the coming year, at such time as we are able to resume:
Coffee Mondays: Brenda Blair
Cooks ‘N’ Books: Geri Colter and Catherine Patterson
Happy Hour: Monika Joerg-Piffner and Chris Mason
Knit Wits: Geri Colter
Lunch Bunch: Winnie Gibson and Kathryn Dugas
Monthly Walks: Trudy Nickel
Movie Matinee: Nancy Conlin
Pub Night: Paddy Meade
Saturday Walk, Talk & Coffee: Lori Jamison
Special Events: Marsha Mah Poy and Beverley McEwan
Wine Tasting: Jane Tighe and Geri Colter

ANNUAL TREASURER'S REPORT
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Note: This report has actual figures through to 05/20/20, therefore not quite a full 12 month period.

Have a question? Email our Treasurer HERE

REMEMBERING ANNE
Last week, the VNC announced the very sad news that Anne Crawford, our much-loved friend,
has passed away. Anne's son, Hank, has kindly shared a collection of photos, allowing us to
celebrate her life in ways she’d most want to be remembered. She touched the hearts of so
many people with her smile, her humour and her honesty. Providing comfort, reassurance, and
kindness when we needed it most. She will be greatly missed and forever in our hearts. As you
take a moment to think of your own memory of Anne, perhaps raise a glass of her favourite
tipple; gin & tonic, and celebrate the lady who had the most amazing way of making the people
around her feel loved, like part of her own family.
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Due to the current circumstance, a celebration of Anne's life will be held at a later date. Hank
would like to hear from you, if you would like to share your memories or pass on condolences;
Hank Mann
2839 East 20th Ave, Vancouver V5M 2V1
hankmann@me.com

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Pauline Harris
Pauline Lundh
Linda Doyle
Winnie Gibson
Karyn Orry
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NEW MEMBER
Shelly Gu Shelly joins us from Toronto

LUNCH BUNCH IS BACK!
WINNIE AND BARBARA ARE HOSTING A PICNIC IN THE PARK
What: Instead of going to a restaurant, we will hold picnic style lunches. We will each bring our
own lunch, drinks and a chair or blanket to sit on. We will observe provincial regulations and sit
together in separate groups of 5 with the proper separations.
Place: Shaughnessy Park on The Crescent (Granville and 16th). It is usually quiet there and has
parking
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When: Since this is an outside event, it will be weather dependent. The main date is Wednesday
June 10, but depending on the forecast, it may be on Tuesday June 9 or Thursday June 11.
Those attending will receive a confirmation email on Monday June 8.
Time: 1:00 pm
Contact: Those interested, please reply to Winnie Gibson
If this first event is successful, we will consider holding another lunch on Wednesday June 24. If
you have suggestions for other parks, please let me know. This will likely be the format for Lunch
Bunch for the time being, until the restaurants have sorted out their reopening kinks or until the
weather changes. Please do consider supporting your local businesses with a takeout lunch.

BOOK & MOVIE REVIEWS
LET'S GET TALKING ABOUT OUR FAVOURITE BOOKS, MOVIES AND
STREAMING SHOWS!
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We've created a page on the VNC website where members can read, talk about and contribute
reviews, for our favourite entertainment. Have you seen a series on Netflix recently, that you'd
love to recommend to other members? Maybe you've read a book that's absolutely
compelling...now is the time to let your friends know! Why not put together a synopsis and
explain why you enjoyed it? Just write it in the comments section at the bottom of the page, on
the website.
You can read the recommendations and post yours, here -

BOOK & MOVIE REVIEWS
Note: Reviews can only be seen by VNC members

NEW ACTIVITY SUGGESTION!
MOVIE CLUB
Some members have expressed an interest in a monthly movie club. The idea is very similar to
a book club; everyone watches the same movie in their own home, then discusses it via Zoom or
other platform.
Would you be interested in convening this activity? Let our Chair know, HERE

JOIN ME!
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FOR THE LOVE OF MUSIC - CHORAL MASTERWORKS
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Marsha Mah Poy invites you to join her, for an 8 part online music class, taught using
Zoom
MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS, June 1-24, 5:00-6:00 p.m.
COST: $85 (Registration is now open. Spaces are limited)

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION
Mozart, Handel, Britten and more. In this music appreciation course, explore how the great
composers used voices and instruments to create some of their most beloved
masterpieces. Marsha has taken two of these classes and recommends them.

Entry bookings for the end of the month of June will be available to reserve now!
VBGA Members: To book a time: CLICK HERE
Use Members password: VDMEMBERS
Non members: book a time HERE
There is now an increased capacity for VBGA Members to visit the Garden (in keeping with
health and safety recommendations) and we welcome your visit, particularly during our Exclusive
Member hour with entry times at 9.00am and 9.30am Monday - Friday. Please review the
following information before your visit.
We ask that you please honour your pre-booked time slot, as there are a limited number of
member tickets available for each entry time. If you find that you are unable to make your
reserved time please email vandusensupport@myzone.com to have the ticket(s) released.

Photography is welcome in the Garden however we ask that you do not set up tripods on the
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pathways. When you stop to take photos please be mindful of others around you.

INTERESTING FACT YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT
VANCOUVER
The eco-activist group Greenpeace, one of the most successful environmental groups
worldwide, was founded in Vancouver in 1971 by a group of volunteers who used to meet in a
cafe in Gastown.

Have you checked out the VNC website lately?
Login to
vancouvernewcomersclub.com/vnc-member/
to see updated information on activities,
photos from past events and more!

SOME OF OUR SOCIAL DISTANCING ACTIVITIES THIS
MONTH...

Heather Johnston has been walking

around the Lost Lagoon in Stanley Park
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and watching the adorable baby geese
grow up.
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Paddy Meade has taken to the waters of
the Sunshine Coast. Looks like a fun way
to social distance!

Coffee Mondays are proving to be a great success and a much needed connection for a lot
of our members. The first coffee Monday had 20 ladies attending, on Zoom.
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Liz Bowell has been enjoying the azaleas
and lobelia during her neighbourhood
walks. Late May is such a beautiful time
of year!
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Ramona Rea made some focaccia bread
this month, which looks delicious!
The recipe claims to be super easy, from
Bon Appetit:
https://www.bonappetit.com/recipe/eas
y-no-knead-focaccia
Barbara King and Winnie Gibson watched
a young couple build this lovely fairy
house in the park. There's so much park
creativity going on right now, to brighten
our days.

Holly Kretschmer, looking like a Bond Girl! Her daughters surprised her on Mother's Day

by renting Seadoos. She sea-doo'd for 3 hours from False Creek to Howe Sound and
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even saw a whale, on the way. What an amazing Mother's Day gift!!

Holly also had some wonderful news
recently. She became a Grandpawent on
May 14th, to a adorable Labradoodle
named Ella, weighing 6 pounds.
Congratulations Holly!
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Barbara and Winnie enjoyed a socially
distanced happy hour in the park one
sunny Friday afternoon.
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Winnie Gibson's mouth watering strawberries are just about ready. Yum!
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What a gorgeous photo this is! Our Chair,
Lori enjoying some family time in the sun
with her daughter and grandson on
Mother's Day. (Note that they've been
isolating together since March 18.)
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Karyn Orry (that's me!) seems to
be succeeding so far, in growing her patio
plants. I guess plenty of time at
home means they're getting the attention
they deserve!

Please be sure to make
vancouvernewcomersclub.com/ a safe sender,
and also check your spam folder for VNC emails.

“Women Welcoming Women”
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