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VIEW FROM THE CHAIR       

Unbelievably, it’s September already! The passage of time

in 2020 has been strange – sometimes incredibly slow

and sometimes incredibly fast. It’s been six months since

we had a monthly dinner meeting, and I miss them. It

was always a good opportunity to see members who might not otherwise attend

the same events. I’ll be looking into our options for restarting our dinner meetings

and we’ll see what we can do. 

      As you can see by the Activities schedule, things are picking up. Conveners are

getting creative about having more gatherings outside – this month we’ll even have

Knits Wits on the patio! Enjoy as many as you can while the weather is still

fabulous for getting together outside. 

      You may be wondering about membership fees for the 2020-21 year. The

executive has looked at our fixed expenses – which include website hosting and
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domain name registration, membership in the National Newcomers Association of

Canada, insurance and bank charges – and decided that, since we have very few

other expenses now, we can cut the membership fee in half for this year. That

makes it $25. 

     Barb Giroux, our Treasurer, has persevered through some resistance at our

bank and now our account can accept payment by e-transfer. Cheques and cash

are still fine, too. You will soon be receiving an email from Winnie Gibson, our

Membership Chair, with details. 

     We hope you will continue to maintain your membership in these difficult times,

so the club will be there for us and other newcomers to Vancouver when this

pandemic is over. 

      Have a great September and enjoy the great outdoors!

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

VNC Contact email is: membership@vancouvernewcomersclub.com 

Welcome to Vancouver Newcomers! 

Dalini Maharaj (Sorry to have misspelled your name last month) 

Elizabeth (Alice) Engelmore has moved here from California, but she's lived in

many places, from Calgary to Dublin. 

A Toast to our September Birthdays! 

Deb Cooper 

Teri Dorey 

Barb Giroux 

Beverley McEwan 

Ramona Rea 

Jane Tighe 

Meet Some of Our Members 

Julia Ware - I moved to the North Shore with my husband at the end of December last year and

came to one monthly dinner to meet people, then COVID happened ! We moved from Abbotsford

to be nearer to our son and daughter and also to enjoy the variety of things Vancouver has to

offer. My interests are singing, playing piano, reading and bike rides. 
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Charlene Salmi - Hailing from Northwestern

and Southern Ontario, the lure of mountains,

oceans, and warmer climes sealed the deal in

taking our retirement adventure to another level.

Having a daughter an 8 minute walk away is just

a bonus. Meeting friendly, gracious, and like-minded women has

made the move a positive experience thus far.  

Gina Devonald  - We moved to Vancouver from Hong Kong

because we wanted a new adventure with my family. We enjoy

travel, bowling, singing, dancing and skating. 

Laura Brett - I'm from London, England. I moved to Vancouver in

May 2019, mostly because I thought it would be fun, and apart from

the global pandemic situation, it has been! I love visiting new places

and have been exploring BC this summer, I also enjoy wine, cooking,

cycling, swimming, serious dramatic plays, terrible trashy TV shows

and tennis.  

Linda Hartley - I moved from Calgary with my husband Robert and

our Boxer Dog Jax. Robert is here working on a project for YVR until

November 2020. We have really enjoyed Vancouver and its

surrounding areas especially the waterfall hikes.  

Raellen Man - I grew up in the Santa Ynez Valley (California), famous for Solvang, the Danish

Capital of America, and the movie Sideways. I moved to the big city

of Los Angeles for University, where I met my Canadian husband.

After spending three decades in LA together, we were ready for a

change, and capitalized on his Canadian citizenship to move to

Vancouver just over 4 years ago. I was able to retain my job as a

research administrator in the Department of Medicine at UCLA,

where I continue to work part-time from home. I enjoy traveling,

cooking, reading, playing games (board & card), and enjoying a nice glass of wine. 
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Lorna Rutherford - I am a native of Montreal, and after university, I joined

the airlines and moved my way across  beautiful  Canada. My daughter

and son were born in Oakville, Ontario where we lived for almost eight

years. I moved to White Rock as a single parent and enjoyed over thirty

years in this awesome community.  I love living in Vancouver and moved

from South Surrey to downtown Vancouver in April of 2019. I am looking

forward to getting to know everyone!

SEPTEMBER VNC ACTIVITIES  

VNC MONTHLY ACTIVITIES continue, thanks to our club conveners. In addition to coffee

and walking groups, Knit Wits and Cooks N Books resume this month. Please join us while

the weather is good! Note that social distancing rules require that some events have limited

capacity, so sign up early.

How to Be Part of the "In Crowd" at Vancouver Newcomers:
JUST SHOW UP! 

You won't find a more welcoming group of women anywhere!  If you would like to join one of

the activities but are relatively new or haven't seen folks for awhile, just reply to this

newsletter or to any of the conveners from the Activities Newsletter. We'll make sure to

watch for and welcome you! 
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Click on the image above to view the September Calendar on the VNC website. 

Click here to get more details in the Activities Newsletter.

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL EVENT! 
LUNCH ON THE PATIO AT WATER STREET CAFE  
(300 Water St, across from the Steam Clock) 
Thursday, September 10 at 11:30 a.m. 

Featured in movies, TV shows and many dining guides, this

building has stood on the cobblestone streets of Gastown

since 1906. Order from the special Dine Out(doors) prix fixe

menu or a la carte

(www.waterstreetcafe.ca/menus/dineoutside-brunch-

menu/). 

After lunch, you might want to explore this historic

neighbourhood or visit the Coastal Peoples Fine Arts

Gallery next door. 

RSVP to Marsha Mah Poy, Special Events Co-Convener 

WHAT'S
HAPPENING IN
VANCOUVER IN

SEPTEMBER

DRINK IN A PUBLIC
PLAZA!  Until October 10, the
north plaza at the Art Gallery is
one of four venues with
temporary seating to give
people an opportunity to eat,
socialize - and drink alcohol -
outdoors. 
 

     

DINE OUT(SIDE) VANCOUVER - A new twist on DINE OUT
VANCOUVER, with dining specials on patios all over the city until
Sept. 21. 

VANCOUVER MURAL FEST See more than 60 murals in 9
neighbourhoods on free, daily guided tours or with the new VMF
Mobile App.    

SPECIAL DEALS FOR LOCALS! Visit the Tourism
Vancouver website for discounts for BC Residents on a range of
activities. 

FRINGE FESTIVAL "Shifting the Fringe" will offer live
performances on staggered dates between Sept 10-20, with some
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events extending into October. 
 

FARMERS' MARKETS CONTINUE UNTIL OCT. 25 

Check out the eatlocal.org

website to find your nearest

Farmer's Market opening times.  

If you're lucky, you just might find some of these
blueberries!

AND SPEAKING OF FOOD... 
How many of these cakes can you identify? 
Click on the image to enlarge it and to see the answers. 
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NEWCOMERS ABOUT TOWN

AUGUST SPECIAL EVENT: TOUR
OF LONSDALE QUAY  

On Wednesday, August 19, Marsha and

Bev hosted a visit to Lonsdale Quay.

Marsha reports: 

We had a lovely tour around Lonsdale
Quay, shopping time, ending with
coffee/wine lunch at Beverly’s
beautiful garden. Charlene and Geri
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took the Sea Bus and found it quite
doable. We met at about 10:00 and we
were on our way home by 2ish. 
Shopping, learning how to set the timer
on our phones, and conversation ... we
shared many things ourselves... which is
what Newcomers promotes. We look
forward to our next special event,
coming soon !!

Barb, Trudy, Charlene, Brenda & Lori at Lost
Lagoon

Geri and Barbara K at the Lunch Bunch Picnic at
David Lam Park.

Great turnout (in the rain!) for Saturday morning WALK, TALK AND COFFEE (and the occasional bran
muffin)!  Chris, Barb, Lori, Brenda, Trudy, Winnie, Kathryn and Sandy. Not an auspicious start, with all our
umbrellas but fortunately the sun came out in time for coffee afterward on the patio at the Sylvia.

Heather, Winnie, Brenda, Sandy and Bev on the
patio outside the Sylvia.

Chris, Barb, Trudy and Kathryn at the other table
group
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LUNCH BUNCH PICNIC AT DAVID LAM PARK
From left to right: Chris, Kathryn, Barb, Brenda,
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More Lunch Bunchers:  Linda, Ramona, Charlene, Trudy, and Marsha. 
Not pictured:  Winnie, Jacks the Dog

Of course, one of the main goals of Newcomers is to establish friendships beyond the club.

 Members frequently gather informally for food and fun.

Pauline, Barb G and Barbara K enjoy Happy
Hour at Dockside Restaurant on Granville Island.

Another Happy Hour Group:  Chris, Holly, Geri,
Bev and Marsha
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Lunch at Provence Marinaside - Brenda, Beverley, Trudy, Marsha, Barb

Please forward any suggestions or corrections to Newsletter Editor 
Lori Jamison. 

Did you know that you can access past newsletters on the VNC Website? 
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Three good friends went for a swim. 
The one who was fat wished she was thin. 

The one who was curvy wished she was clever. 
The one who was clever wished she swam better. 
The really great swimmer wished she was witty. 
The one who was witty wished she was pretty. 

All three friends thought the other two were just fine.  
If only they could let their own bright lights shine.  

So throw on your swimsuit if you're thick or you're thin.  
Enjoy fun and friendship .... love the skin that you're in! 
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